The Veddnta Philosophy.

entirely dependent on the Upanishads, a part of the
Veda, nay chiefly occupied with proving that all its
doctrines, to the very minutest points, are derived
from the revealed doctrines of the Upanishads, if
only properly understood, that they are in perfect
harmony with revelation, and that there are no
contradictions whatever between the various
Upanishads themselves.

Upanishads treated as BeYealed? not as Historical
Books.

It was necessary to do this, for the Upanishads
were believed to be divine revelation, and this
belief was so firmly established that even the
boldest philosophers in India had to reconcile
their own doctrines with those of their ancient
inspired teachers. This is done with the most
extraordinary ingenuity and a perseverance worthy
of a better cause1* To us the Upanishads have,

1 Thus In the commentary on Ved.-sutras II, i, 11, "ve read ;

'In matters to be known from Scripture mere reasoning is not

to be relied on for the following reason also.    As the thoughts.;
of men are altogether unfettered, reasoning which disregards